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Introduction

Since the announcement of school closures in March 2020, the staff 
at South Hill Primary School have not stopped thinking about what 
school will be like for each and every one of our children, at 
whatever age, stage or ability level.

As our children return to school, we have made several adjustments 
to the measures in place and therefore made prioritised changes to 
the curriculum we are delivering.

Fortunately enough, the team at Herts for Learning have worked 
tirelessly since March to produce a thorough and in-depth recovery 
plan for all establishments to teach from, in order to best recover 
the learning lost from Lockdown.

Although the school set ‘Home Learning’ that followed the 
curriculum expectations, we would be naïve to assume that the 
children are fluent with these concepts. Therefore, our recovery 
curriculum re-covers key areas and prioritises the important aspects 
required to progress.



When do we 
start to 
recover?

To make the best use of time, 
we began the process of 
recovery from Week One of the 
Autumn Term.

Each Year Group were given a 
range of mathematical games 
or tasks to ‘re-activate’ their 
minds. Each of the tasks built 
upon previous learning and 
encouraged key skills pivotal to 
the progress of each child.

Teachers used the outcomes of 
each activity to gauge the 
necessary support required for 
their class, and adjusted their 
Reactivation Period 
accordingly.



Challenging 
Fluency

In mathematics, fluency is 
defined as the ability to perform 
mathematical problems 
accurately and quickly.

Each lesson this year will have a 
Fluency focus. These are taught 
at the beginning of a lesson to 
explore and open the learning. 
Any misconceptions can then be 
addressed and the tasks adapted 
to suit the following lessons.

Fluency tasks can be verbal, e.g. 
rapid recall of times tables, or 
they may focus of the pictorial 
methods used to support 
understanding. 

The example shown is for 
regrouping an addition 
calculation when crossing a 
multiple of ten.



Priorities The recovery curriculum has been redesigned and topics redistributed 
in order to prioritise learning. Each group is provided with a long term 
plan, as well as an extensive planning document to support the 
delivery of the curriculum.

It would be impossible to teach every aspect of the curriculum missed 
during Lockdown, so the key concepts and skills are taught and 
challenged through the reorganised curriculum documents.

Each Priority provides a step by step process to allow the children to 
access their current year group expectations by the end of each stage.



Assessment 
and 
Understanding

As with each subject, Teachers will regularly monitor the learning of 
each child and adapt to the needs of the class. With the Recovery 
Curriculum at the forefront of everyone’s minds, there will be plenty 
of opportunities to assess and gauge the understanding of the class.

This does not mean rigorous testing of the children, but instead a 
series of worded problems and scenarios in which the children are 
expected to articulate their answer.

Tasks may include statements like the 
example shown here. Children would 
then be able to speak through their 
thinking and explain their answer.

These frequent, discreet opportunities 
allow Teachers to make formative 
decisions and adapt plans and make 
interventions.



Have fun with maths
Play games that involve numbers, such as bingo, dice, card games and 
board games. Play ‘Guess My Shape’ – you think of a shape, and your 
child asks you questions in order to guess the shape. You can only 
answer ‘yes’ or ‘no’. Whatever your age, songs can be an enjoyable 
way of practising number skills. Try a backwards counting song like ’10 
in a Bed’.

Read together
Reading a book together is a great chance for your child to talk about the 
maths they can see on the page when reading. As well as this, lots of 
traditional tales and rhymes lend themselves to activities beyond the 
book. You could use modelling dough to make currant buns as in 'Five 
Currant Buns in the Baker's Shop', or make models of the animals used to 
pull Cinderella's coach and put them in order by size. Use building blocks 
to build a house for the little pigs and focus on the use of first, second, 
third etc. Or you could make a tower for Rapunzel and talk about how 
many bricks and which colour(s) you used. 

Talk about maths
Talking with your child about maths is important for building confidence. 
Whenever you can, try to talk about how you use maths in everyday life. Talking 
about recipes is a great way of doing this – you can count and measure 
ingredients, or, for example, share out banana slices equally between cakes and 
tomatoes equally between kebab sticks. You can also help your child to follow 
instructions, understanding first, second, third etc, or you could set a timer and 
talk about the amount of time needed to complete a recipe.

When you do the washing, separate items of clothing: all the socks in one pile, 
shirts in another, and trousers in another. Divide the socks by colour and count 
the number of each. Ask your child to sort their toys into groups, then ask them 
to tell you how they sorted them. 

Practise number skills
As your child’s understanding and knowledge of number develops, ask them to 
count in 2s, 5s and 10s. Ask them to sort objects, making groups of 3, 4, 5 or 6 
things. Then ask them to make '8' in as many ways as they can (e.g. 4 and 4; 5 
and 3; 2 and 6). Play matching games with number fridge magnets and objects. 
Match the fridge magnet to the correct number of things (e.g., the '8' magnet 
with 8 objects). Ask your child to look at dominoes and find all the ones that have 
a certain total: 'Find all the dominoes that have 10 dots altogether.' Then ask 
them to find a domino with more or less than that number of dots.

Helping at Home



Measure up
Help your child to practise using a ruler for drawing straight lines and 
measuring. Make a picture using straight lines. Help your child to 
hold the ruler carefully as they draw. Play 'How Long?' or 'How 
wide?'. Work together to measure the length or height of everyday 
objects in the house (in metres or centimetres). Point out the starting 
and finishing number on the ruler and read the measurement 
together. Help your child line the object up with the 0 on the ruler or 
tape when they measure.

Order objects by height or length and use the words 'longer/taller 
than', 'shorter than', 'longest/tallest' and 'shortest'. Choose some 
items from your kitchen cupboard. Weigh them together and put 
them in order. Use the words 'heavier than', 'lighter than', 'heaviest' 
and 'lightest'.

Use maths in everyday life
Build your child’s confidence in mathematics by talking about and using 
maths together. You could measure ingredients for recipes together, using 
scales to do so. You could look at the clock together: 'If the party is at 5 
o'clock we need to leave in half an hour. That'll be half past 4.' You could talk 
about how much things cost, paying and getting change when you go 
shopping. If you are making a picnic or snack together, you could talk about 
how many people are eating and how food items can be shared out equally. 
Make fruit drinks and talk about how much fruit juice there is compared to 
water: 'We put in a little bit of juice. Then we topped up with water. We put 
in about 10 times more water than juice.' 

Practise times tables
Most schools will start with the 2, 5 and 10 times tables and then move to 
more difficult ones. You can help your child by showing them real-life 
examples of a times table. For example, a muffin tin will normally have 
four rows of three muffin cups each, showing the multiplication 4 × 3. Find 
opportunities to sing and chant times tables together, for example, in the 
car or on the walk to school. 

Have fun with fractions
Cake, pizza, or any foods with a regular shape can help children 
understand what fractions are and how they work. Ask your child 
questions like, 'If I cut our cake into 8 pieces, what fraction will each piece 
be?' Foods that people might eat a few of are good for helping your child 
to understand how to find fractions of amounts: 'We've 12 fish fingers in 
the packet. There are 4 of us. What fraction of the fish fingers can we each 
have? How many fish fingers would that be?' 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-
home/reading-owl/advice-for-parents

Helping at Home

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome-back/for-home/reading-owl/advice-for-parents


Using 
TT Rock Stars 
at 
South Hill

Each child has been given their own online profile.

They can choose a Rock Star avatar and choose from a selection of 
randomly generated Rock Star names. This ensures that their accounts 
are safe and without personal information.

Once inside the platform, your child has access to the online activities. 
When taking part in these, teacher chosen or free play, they can earn 
coins to spend on their avatar in the virtual shop.

Each class receives a half hour slot in the timetable in each week to 
practise these.

Year 1 will join the platform after Easter.


