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Introduction

 Since the announcement of school closures in March 2020, the staff at South 
Hill Primary School have not stopped thinking about what school will be like 
for each of our children, at whatever age, stage or attainment level.

 As our children have returned to school, we have made several adjustments 
to the measures in place and therefore made prioritised changes to the 
curriculum we are delivering.

 Fortunately, the team at Herts for Learning have worked tirelessly since 
March to produce a thorough and in-depth recovery plan for all 
establishments to teach from.

 Although the school set ‘Home Learning’ that followed the curriculum 
expectations, we would be naïve to assume that the children have fully 
grasped these concepts. Therefore our recovery curriculum re-covers key 
areas and prioritises the important aspects required to progress. 



When do we start to recover?

 We began our recovery using a whole 
school plan based on the book 
‘Journey’by Aaron Becker. 

 The plans allowed each year group to 
ease themselves back into the 
literacy curriculum and placed a 
focus on discussion and role play 
before gently introducing different 
elements of writing. 

 The plans allowed teacher’s the 
fluidity to mould their teaching to 
the needs of their class while 
allowing time for formative 
assessment so that any gaps that may 
have appeared can be identified. 



Next Step

 The next step is for each year group 
to work through the ‘Focused English 
Plans’ provided by Herts for 
Learning.

 Each ‘fep’ builds on the previous one 
and focuses on specific outcomes 
based on the writing priorities within 
the National Curriculum.

 The example on the right shows how 
expanded noun phrases should 
progress in each year group and 
because they are blue it means they 
will be a focus of the 3rd ‘fep’

 The yellow boxes will be a focus 
across all ‘feps’



Progression

 Each Focused English Plan is based around particular grammar and vocabulary 

skills, each one building on the previous plan.

 To engage and stimulate the children Herts for Learning have incorporated 

the use of engaging texts.

 The texts are age appropriate texts that encompass the grammatical and 

vocabulary needs of the year group.

 Once the Focused English Plans have been completed the children will move 

to English Depth Plans which will focus more on Age Expected Literacy skills. 



Texts

KS 1

 Year 1:

 Stanley’s Stick

 Gruffalo Crumble

 Mr Big

 Year 2:

 Frog and the Stranger

 Scaredy Squirrel Makes a Friend

 Augustus and his Smile

LKS2

 Year 3:

 The Paper Bag Princess

 Dr Xargle: Earth Hounds

 Mini Rabbit: Not Lost

 Year 4:

 Arthur and the Golden Rope

 The King who banned the Dark

 Biscuit Bear



Texts continued

 UKS2

 Year 5

 The Wolves in The Walls

 The Monsterology Handbook

 Cloud Tea Monkeys

 Year 6

 Wisp: A story of Hope

 Planetarium

 Night of the Gargoyles



How can you help at home?

 Question – ask your children about the books they are using in class, do they 

enjoy them? Why? Why not? Helping them converse about books they are using 

or reading will help them articulate their arguments which will be reflected 

in their writing.

 Read – read with your children at least 5 times a week (more would be 

better). Talk about the books they bring home ask them their views, give your 

own.

 Read – books, comics, when you are out and about, read road signs, shop 

signs, cooking instructions, comics – the more they access a wider variety of 

vocabulary the more they will bring into school to aid their learning. 



Websites

 http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/

 This website is designed for 

parents and has lots of 

recommendations for books but 

also has ideas to help develop a 

love of reading.

 https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

 The majority of our books on our 

reading scheme are Oxford Owl. 

This website offers free e-books 

that link to our scheme and the 

level your child may be on.

http://www.lovemybooks.co.uk/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/

